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Rachel Acheson, Center Provider

Cynthia Anstiss, DCYF — LD Child Care Licensor

Carol Artz, DCYF — LD Child Care Licensor

Nichole Baker, Bates Technical College

Leah Capili, DCYF — LD Child Care Licensor

Karen Christensen, DCYF — LD Licensing Supervisor

Mary Curry, Family Home Provider

Kelsie Curtis, Child Care Aware — Coach

Harriet Dichter, Consultant

Janelle Eason, DCYF — LD Licensing Supervisor

Roxanne Garzon, DCYF — QRIS Special Projects Lead

Carol Gibbs, Family Home Provider

Debbie Groff, DCYF — LD Area Administrator

Jody Hitchings, DCYF — LD Workforce Development TA Coordinator
Micha Horn, Environmental Health Specialist, Snohomish Health District
Katy Levenhagen, Nutrition Consultant, Snohomish Health District

Kelsi Millet, Child Care Aware — Coach

Michele Oberg, DCYF — LD Health Specialist

Debbie O’Neil, DCYF — LD Workforce Development Senior Administrator
Marion Parkins, DCYF — LD Child Care Licensor

Cammey Rocco, DCYF — LD Area Administrator

DeEtta Simmons, UW — Sr. Director Cultivate Learning

Brett Skinner, DCYF — Policy and Change Management Specialist
Nancy Spurgeon, First 5 Fundamentals

Courtney Turnley, DCYF — LD Child Care Licensor

Amy Wakefield, DCYF — Workforce Development Program Specialist
Jeni Zaffram, DCYF — LD Workforce Development TA Coordinator
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Bill Downing, DCYF — Publications Consultant and Graphic Designer
109l

Emily Boone, DCYF — Communications Consultant

Jesse Byrd, DCYF — LD Workforce Development Lead Coordinator

Eva Freimuth, DCYF — LD Legal Letter Specialist

Brenda Uncangco, DCYF — LD Workforce Development Program Specialist
Evette Jasper, DCYF — Racial Equity Administrator
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Zamzam Mohamed and Voices of Tomorrow
Blanca Smith and Translation Solutions
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Angela Abrams, DCYF Professional Development Administrator
Rachel Acheson, Little Edisons School LLC

Miriam Acosta, Little Hands Daycare

Amy Agnello, DCYF — LD Workforce Development TA Coordinator
Anita Alkire, Seattle & King County Public Health

Judy Atluna, Little Snugglers Daycare

Juliana Ayala-Flores, UW — Cultivate Learning

Connie Black, Connie’s Kids Preschool and Family Daycare
Kerra Bower, Little Scholars Development Center

Rachel Boyle, The Little Yellow Preschool

Heidi Brown, Parent

Judy Bunkleman, DCYF Childcare Licensing Administrator
Kirsten Camp, Harvard Avenue School

Julie Campos, DCYF — LD Workforce Development TA Coordinator
Katrina Caron, Northwest Center Kids

Kelly Clark, Child Care Aware

Karen Cole, DCYF — LD Child Care Licensor

Michelle Cottrell, OlyCAP Early Childhood Services

Mary Curry, Pathways Enrichment Academy

Naomi Dale, Little Learner Child Development Center
Renee Eicher, Martha & Mary Early Learning Center

Ella Fultz, Gathering Tree Early Learning LLC

Sabina Green, Squaxin Island Child Development Center
Zaida Guzman, Precious Kids Preschool and Child Care
Sequoia Hartman, Sequoia’s Treehouse Children’s Center
Erinn Havig, DCYF — Primary and Community Prevention Lead
Erika Henry, Giggle Academy

Reagan Henry, DCYF — LD Tribal Specialist

Lynora Hirata, DCYF — LD Child Care Licensor
Cassandra Howard, DCYF — LD Child Care Licensor

Julio Ibarra, The Goddard School in Snoqualmie

Faiza Ibrahim, DCYF — LD Child Care Licensor

Sagal Ibrahim, llwad Family Child Care

Lisa Jacobson and son, Parent and child

Andrea Johns, Wonderland Daycare

Carrie Larson, Family Home Provider

Kandi Latimer, DCYF — LD Licensing Supervisor

Wendy Lin, DCYF — LD Child Care Licensor

Guadalupe Magallan, Little Miracles In Home Childcare
Sundi Mclntire, Spokane Falls Montessori School
Metropolitan Development Counsel (MDC)

Jenni Olmstead, DCYF Prevention Partnerships Specialist
Bertha Oropez, Family Home Provider
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Andrea Orozco, Family Home Provider

Melissa Payne, DCYF — LD Licensing Supervisor

Monique Pleasant, DCYF — LD Child Care Licensor

Joanna Pohl, Prickly Pear Preschool LLC

Kathryn Reed, Seattle Development Center

Bella Richi, Family Home Provider

Michelle Roberts, DCYF Professional Development

Manager

Laura Sandoval, Laura’s Childcare LLC

Casandra Shaffer, Keystone Learning Center

Maryjane Shearer, Shear Desire to Learn

Snohomish Health District

Diana Stokes, DCYF Staff Qualifications Coordinator

Jesi Sucku, Child Care Aware

Jamie Thompson, Child Care Aware

Tami Toigo, UW — Cultivate Learning

Gloria, Trinidad, DCYF — LD Child Care Licensor

Tamra Truemper, Chico Christian Child Care Center

Heather West, DCYF — LD Area Administrator

Bonnie Womack, Bonnie’s Day Care
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Intent and authority

(1) The department of children, youth, and families was established under chapter 6,
Laws of 2017. Chapter 43.216 RCW establishes the department’s responsibility and

authority to set and enforce licensing requirements and ECEAP standards, including
the authority to adopt rules to implement chapter 43.216 RCW.

(2) Under chapter 7, Laws of 2015 3rd sp. sess. (Early Start Act), the state legislature
directed the department to create a single set of licensing standards for center and
family home providers.

(3) This chapter reflects the department’s commitment to:

(a) Promoting the health, safety, and well-being of children;

(b) Expanding access to high quality early learning opportunities to improve outcomes
for young children;

(c) Promoting strong school readiness; and
(d) Recognizing parents and guardians as a child’s primary teacher and advocate.
(4) Pursuant to this chapter, the department will periodically monitor and assess early
learning programs to determine compliance with these foundational quality standards.
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WAC 110-300-0010
License required

(1) Anindividual or entity that provides child care and early learning services for a group of
children, birth through twelve years of age, must be licensed by the department, pursuant
to RCW 43.216.295, unless exempt under RCW 43.216.010(2) and WAC 110-300-0025.

(2) The department must not license a department employee or a member of the
employee’s household if the employee is involved directly, or in an administrative
or supervisory capacity in the:

(a) Licensing process;

(b) Placement of a child in a licensed early learning program; or

(c) Authorization of payment for the child in care.

(3) A license is required when an individual provides child care and early learning
services in his or her family home:

(a) Outside the child’s home on a regular and ongoing basis for one or more
children not related to the licensee; or

(b) For preschool age children for more than four hours a day.
As used in this chapter, “not related” means not any of the relatives listed in
RCW 43.216.010(2)(a).

(4) The department may license a center located in a private family residence when
the portion of the residence accessible to children is:

(a) Used exclusively for children during the center’s operating hours or when
children are in care; or

(b) Separate from the family living quarters.
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WAC 110-300-0015
Licensee absence

(1) In a family home early learning program, the licensee must have a written plan
for when the licensee will be absent but the program remains open for the care of
children. If a family home licensee is absent more than ten consecutive operating
days, the licensee must submit a written notification to the department and each
child’s parent or guardian at least two business days prior to the planned absence.

(2) In a center early learning program, the licensee must have a written plan for when
the director, assistant director, and program supervisor will be simultaneously
absent but the program remains open for the care of children. If the director,
assistant director, and program supervisor are simultaneously absent for more
than ten consecutive operating days, an early learning provider must submit a
written notification to the department and each child’s parent or guardian at least
two business days prior to the planned absence.

(3) A written notification under this section must include the following information:

(@) Thetime period of the absence;
(b) Emergency contact information for the absent early learning provider; and
(c) A written plan for program staff to follow that includes:

(i) A staffing plan that meets child-to-staff ratios;

(i) Identification of a lead teacher to be present and in charge;
(iii) Early learning program staff roles and responsibilities;

(iv) How each child’s needs will be met during the absence; and
(v) The responsibility for meeting licensing requirements.

(4) If a facility licensing compliance agreement (FLCA) is developed as a result of
early learning program staff failing to comply with licensing regulations during an
absence described in this section, an early learning provider must:

(a) Retrain early learning program staff on the foundational quality standards

documented on the FLCA; and
(b) Document that the retraining occurred.
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WAC 110-300-0016
Inactive status—Voluntary and temporary closure

(1) If a center or family home licensee plans to temporarily close their early learning
program for more than thirty calendar days, and this closure is a departure from the
program’s regular schedule, an early learning provider must submit a notification to
go on inactive status to the department at least two business days prior to the planned
closure. Notifications for inactive status must include:

(b) The date the early learning program will cease operating;
(c) Thereasons why the licensee is going on inactive status; and
(d) A projected date the early learning program will reopen.

(2) The requirements of this section do not apply to licensed early learning programs that
have temporary closures beyond thirty calendar days as part of their regular schedule,
such as programs based on the school year or seasonal occupation.

(3) A licensee may not request inactive status during their first initial licensing period (six
months) unless for an emergency.

(4) An early learning provider must inform parents and guardians that the program will
temporarily close.

(5) An early learning provider is responsible for notifying the department of changes to
program status including voluntary closures, new household members or staff, or other
program changes. Program status updates must also be completed in the department’s
electronic system.

(6) Background check rules in chapter 110-06 WAC, including allegations of child abuse or
neglect, will remain in effect during inactive status.

(7) After receiving a notice of inactive status, the department will:

(a) Place the license on inactive status;
(b) Inform the licensee that the license is inactive; and
(c) Notify the following programs of the inactive status:

(i) The department’s child care subsidy programs;
(ii) USDA Child and Adult Care Food Program (CACFP); and
(iii) Early achievers, ECEAP, Head Start Grantee, and child care aware of Washington.
(8) Alicensee is still responsible for maintaining annual compliance requirements during
inactive status pursuant to RCW 43.216.305.

(9) If inactive status exceeds six months within a twelve-month period, the department
must close the license for failing to comply with RCW 43.216.305(2). The licensee must
reapply for licensing pursuant to RCW 43.216.305(3).

(10) The department may pursue enforcement actions after three failed attempts to monitor
an early learning program if:

(@) The early learning provider has not been available to permit the monitoring visits;
(b) The monitoring visits were attempted within a three-month time period; and

(c) The department attempted to contact the provider by phone during the third
attempted visit while still on the early learning premises.
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(11) When a licensee is ready to reopen after a temporary closure, the licensee must
notify the department in writing. After receiving notice of the intent to reopen, the
department will:

(a) Conduct a health and safety visit of the early learning program within ten
business days to determine that the provider is in compliance with this
chapter;

(b) Activate the license and inform the licensee that the license is active; and

(c) Notify the following programs of the active status:

(i) The department’s child care subsidy programs;
(i) CACFP; and

(iii) Early achievers, ECEAP, Head Start Grantee, and child care aware of Washington.
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WAC 110-300-0020

Unlicensed programs

(1) If the department suspects that an individual or agency suspected of providing
unlicensed child care, the department must follow the requirements of RCW 43.216.360.

(2) If an individual decides to obtain a license, within thirty calendar days from the date
of the department’s notice in subsection (1) of this section, the individual or agency
must submit a written agreement on a department form stating they agree to:

(@) Attend and participate in the next available department licensing orientation;
and
(b) Submit a licensing application after completing orientation.

(3) The department’s written notice under subsection (1) of this section must inform
the individual or agency providing unlicensed child care:

(@) That the individual or agency must stop providing child care, pursuant to RCW
43.216.360;

(b) How to respond to the department;

(c) How to apply for alicense;

(d) How afine, if issued, may be suspended or withdrawn if the individual applies
for alicense;

(e) That the individual has a right to request an adjudicative proceeding (hearing)
if afineis assessed; and

() How to ask for a hearing, under chapter 34.05 RCW (Administrative Procedure
Act), chapter 43.216 RCW, and chapter 110-03 WAC (department hearing rules).

(4) If an individual providing unlicensed child care does not submit an agreement to
obtain a license as provided in subsection (2) of this section within thirty calendar
days from the date of the department’s written notice, the department will post
information on its website that the individual is providing child care without a license.

(5) A person providing unlicensed child care:
(@) Will be guilty of a misdemeanor pursuant to RCW 43.216.365; and
(b) May be subject to an injunction pursuant to RCW 43.216.355.
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WAC 110-300-0025
Certified and exempt programs

(1) The department must not license a child care program that is legally exempt from
licensing per RCW 43.216.010(2). However, if a child care program re-quests to
become certified by the department, the department shall apply all licensing rules
to the otherwise exempt program. In such a case, the department shall apply
licensing rules equally to licensed and certified child care programs.

(2) The department may certify an otherwise exempt child care program for subsidy
payment without further inspection if the program is:

(a) Licensed by an Indian tribe, band, nation, or other organized community
of Indians, including an Alaska native village as defined in 43 U.S.C. Sec.
1602(c), recognized as eligible for services by the United States Secretary of
the Interior;

(b) (b) Certified by the federal Department of Defense; or
(c) (c) Approved by the office of superintendent of public instruction (OSPI).

(3) A child care program exempt from licensing pursuant to RCW 43.216.010(2) must
use the department’s form to submit their exempt status.

(4) A child care program requesting certification must be located on the premises
over which the tribe, federal Department of Defense, or OSPI has jurisdiction.

(5) A child care program regulated by a tribe, the federal Department of Defense, or
OSPI may request certification:

(@) For subsidy payment only; or
(b) As meeting foundational quality standards of this chapter.

(6) The department must not certify a department employee or a member of their
household when the employee is involved directly, or in an administrative or
supervisory capacity, in the:

(a) Certification process;

(@) Placement of a child in a certified program; or

(b) Authorization of payment for the child in care.
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WAC 110-300-0030
Nondiscrimination

(1) Early learning programs are defined by state law as places of
public accommodation that must:

(@) Not discriminate in employment practices or client services
based on race, creed, color, national origin, sex, honorably
discharged veteran or military status, marital status,
gender, sexual orientation, age, religion, or ability; and

(b) Comply with the requirements of the Washington law
against discrimination (chapter 49.60 RCW) and the ADA.

(2) An early learning program must have a written nondiscrimination policy addressing at
least the factors listed in subsection (1) of this section.
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WAC 110-300-0055

Developmental screening and communication to parents or guardians.

(1) An early learning provider must inform parents or guardians about the importance
of developmental screenings for each child from birth through age five.

(2) If not conducted on-site, an early learning provider must share information with
parents or guardians about organizations that conduct developmental screenings
such as alocal business, school district, health care provider, specialist, or
resources listed on the department website.
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WAC 110-300-0065
School readiness and family engagement activities.

(1) At least once per calendar year, an early learning
provider must supply to parents or guardians
kindergarten or school readiness materials when
developmentally appropriate for enrolled children.

(2) Kindergarten or school readiness materials must be the same or similar
to resources posted online by OSPI, the department, or other equivalent
organizations. These materials may address:
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(a) Kindergarten transition activities, if applicable; and

(b) Developmentally appropriate local school and school district activities
designed to engage families.
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WAC 110-300-0080
Family support self-assessment.
An early learning provider must assess their program within one year of being
licensed, or within six months of the date this section becomes effective, to identify
ways to support the families of enrolled children. A provider must complete the
strengthening families program self-assessment, or an equivalent assessment,
applicable to the early learning program type (center or family home).
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Family partnerships and communication.

(1) An early learning provider must communicate with families to identify individual
children’s developmental goals.

(2) An early learning provider must attempt to obtain information from each child’s family
about that child’s developmental, behavioral, health, linguistic, cultural, social, and
other relevant information. The provider must make this attempt upon that child’s
enrollment and annually thereafter.

(3) An early learning provider must determine how the program can best accommodate
each child’s individual characteristics, strengths, and needs. The provider must utilize
the information in subsection (2) of this section and seek input from family members
and staff familiar with a child’s behavior, developmental, and learning patterns.

(4) An early learning provider must:
(@) Attempt to discuss with parents or guardians information including, but not limited to:
(i) A child’s strength in areas of development, health issues, special needs, and
other concerns;

(ii) Family routines or events, approaches to parenting, family beliefs, culture,
language, and child rearing practices;

(ili) Internal transitions within the early learning program and transitions to
external services or programs, as necessary,

(iv) Collaboration between the provider and the parent or guardian in behavior
management; and

(i) A child’s progress, at least two times per year.

(b) Communicate the importance of regular attendance for the child;
(c) Give parents or guardians contact information for questions or concerns;

(d) Give families opportunities to share their language and culture in the early
learning program;

(e) Arrange a confidential time and space for individual conversations regarding
children, as needed,;

(f) Allow parents or guardians access to their child during normal hours of operation,
except as excluded by a court order; and

(g) Communicate verbally or in writing:
(i) Changes in drop-off and pickup arrangements as needed; and
(ii) Daily activities.
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WAC 110-300-0100
General staff qualifications

All early learning providers must meet the following requirements prior to working:

(1) Family home early learning program licensees work from their private residence to
provide early learning programing to a group of no more than twelve children present
at one time.

(a) A family home licensee must meet the following qualifications upon application:

(i) Be at least eighteen years old;
(i) Have a high school diploma or equivalent; and
(ili) Complete the applicable preservice requirements pursuant to WAC 110-300-
0105.
(b) A family home licensee must meet the following qualifications:
(i) Have an ECE initial certificate or equivalent by August 1, 2026, or within five
years of being licensed by the department, whichever occurs later; and

(ii) Have an ECE short certificate or equivalent by August 1, 2028, or within two
years of receiving an ECE initial certificate;

(ili) Beginning August 1, 2026, a family home licensee must:

(A) Have an ECE initial certificate or equivalent within five years of being licensed by the
department; and

(B) Have an ECE short certificate or equivalent within two years of receiving an ECE initial
certificate;

(c) Family home licensees must have all ECE certificates or equivalent qualifications
approved and verified in the department’s electronic workforce registry;

(d) Family home licensees must have their professional development progress
documented annually; and

(e) Family home licensees must provide the following services:

(i) Be on-site for the daily operation of the early learning program fifty percent or
more of weekly operating hours, or designate a person with the qualifications of
a family home licensee to be on-site when not present;

(ii) Comply with these foundational quality standards;

(ili) Develop a curriculum philosophy, communicate the philosophy to all early
learning program staff and parents, and train staff to ensure the philosophy
serves all children in the early learning program,;

(iv) Have knowledge of community resources available to families, including
resources for children with special needs and the ability to share these
resources with families; and

(v) Oversee early learning program staff and support staff in creating and
maintaining staff records.
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B. Early Learning Center Director, Assistant Director and Program Supervisor
Qualifications and Roles

WAC 110-300-0100

General staff qualifications

(2) Center early learning program licensees must meet the requirements of a center director,
listed in subsection (3) of this section, or hire a center director who meets the qualifications
prior to being granted an initial license. Center licensees who fulfill the role of center
director in their early learning program must complete all trainings and requirements for
center directors.

(3) Center directors or assistant directors manage the early learning program and set
appropriate program and staff expectations.
(@) A center director must meet the following qualifications:

(i) Be at least eighteen years old;
(ii) Have an ECE state certificate or equivalent as approved and verified in the
electronic workforce registry by the department as follows:
(A) A center director must complete an ECE state certificate or equivalent by August 1, 2026;
(B) A center director hired or promoted after this chapter becomes effective must have an
ECE state certificate or equivalent within five years of the time of hire.

(iii) Have two years of experience as a teacher of children in any age group enrolled in
the early learning program and at least six months of experience in administration
or management or a department approved plan;

(iv) Complete the applicable preservice requirements, pursuant to WAC 110-300-0105;

(v) If acenter director does not meet the minimum qualification requirements, the
center early learning program must employ an assistant director or program
supervisor who meets the minimum qualifications of these positions;

(vi) Have their continued professional development progress documented annually.
(b) An assistant director must meet the following qualifications:

() Be at least eighteen years old;
(ii) Have an ECE state certificate or equivalent as approved and verified in the
electronic workforce registry by the department as follows:
(A) An assistant director working at the time this chapter becomes effective must complete
an ECE state certificate or equivalent by August 1, 2026;
(B) An assistant director hired or promoted after this chapter becomes effective must have
an ECE state certificate or equivalent within five years of the time of hire.

(iii) Have two years of experience as ateacher of children in any age group enrolled
in the early learning program or two years of experience in administration or
management, or a department approved plan;
(iv) Complete the applicable preservice requirements, pursuant to WAC 110-300-0105;
(v) Have their continued professional development progress documented annually.
(c) A center director or assistant director or equivalent must provide the following
services:
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() Beon-site for the daily operation of the early learning program fifty percent or
more of weekly operating hours up to forty hours per week, or designate a person
with the qualifications of an assistant director, program supervisor, or equivalent.
A center director may act as a substitute teacher if acting as a substitute does not
interfere with management or supervisory responsibilities;

(ii) Comply with foundational quality standards;

(iii) Develop a curriculum philosophy, communicate the philosophy to all early learning
program staff and parents, and train staff to ensure the philosophy serves all children in
the early learning program (or designate a program supervisor with this responsibility);

(iv) Have knowledge of community resources available to families, including resources for
children with special needs and be able to share these resources with families; and
(v) Oversee professional development plans for early learning program staff including,
but not limited to:
(A) Providing support to staff for creating and maintaining staff records;
(B) Setting educational goals with staff and locating or coordinating state-approved
training opportunities for staff; and
(C) Observing and mentoring staff.
(4) Center program supervisors plan the early learning program services under the oversight
of a center director or assistant director.
(@) A program supervisor must meet the following qualifications:

() Beatleast eighteen years old;
(ii) Have an ECE state certificate or equivalent by August 1, 2026, if a director or
assistant director does not have an ECE state certificate or equivalent as required

by this section;
(iii) Have two years of experience as ateacher of children in any age group enrolled in
any early learning program;
(iv) Complete the applicable preservice requirements, pursuant to WAC 110-300-0105; and
(v) Have their continued professional development progress documented annually.

(b) (b) A program supervisor performs the following duties:
(iii) Guide the planning of curriculum philosophy, implementation, and environmental
design of the early learning program;
(iv) Comply with foundational quality standards;
(v) Act as ateacher or director as long as it does not interfere with the program
supervisor’s primary responsibilities; and
(vi) Manage the professional development plans and requirements for staff as needed.
(c) One person may be the center director, assistant director, and the program supervisor
when qualified for all positions, provided that all requirements of subsection (3)(a) and
(b) of this section are met.

(5) Any individual hired or promoted into a position detailed in subsections (2), (3), and (4) of
this section who does not have an ECE state certificate or equivalent as required under
subsections (3)(a)(ii), (b)(ii), and (4)(a)(ii) of this section must instead meet the following
requirement as approved and verified in the electronic workforce registry by the department:
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WAC 110-300-0100
General staff qualifications
(6) Lead teachers are responsible for implementing the center or family home early learning

program. Lead teachers develop and provide a nurturing and responsive learning
environment that meets the needs of enrolled children.

(@) A lead teacher must meet the following qualifications:

() Beat least eighteen years old;
(ii) Have a high school diploma or equivalent; and
(iii) Complete the applicable preservice requirements, pursuant to WAC 110-300-0105.
(b) A center lead teacher must meet the following requirements:
(i) Have an ECE initial certificate or equivalent by August 1, 2026, or within five years of
being hired or promoted into this position, whichever occurs later; and
(ii) Have an ECE short certificate or equivalent by August 1, 2028, or within two years of
receiving an ECE initial certificate;
(iii) Beginning August 1, 2026, a center lead teacher must:
(A) Have an ECE initial certificate or equivalent within five years of being hired or
promoted into this position; and
(B) Have an ECE short certificate or equivalent within two years of receiving an
ECE initial certificate;
(c) Have all ECE certificates or equivalent qualifications approved and verified in the
department’s electronic workforce registry; and
(d) Have their professional development progress documented annually.
(e) A family home lead teacher must meet the following requirements:
(i) Have an ECE initial certificate or equivalent by August 1, 2026, or within five years of
being hired or promoted into this position, whichever occurs later;

(ii) Beginning August 1, 2026, a family home lead teacher must have an ECE initial
certificate or equivalent within five years of being hired or promoted into this position;

(iii) Have all ECE certificates or equivalent qualifications approved and verified in the
department’s electronic workforce registry; and

(iv) Have their professional development progress documented annually.
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(7) Assistant teachers help alead teacher or licensee provide instructional support to children and
implement developmentally appropriate programs in center or family home early learning programs.

(@) An assistant teacher must meet the following qualifications:

() Be atleast eighteen years old,;
(ii) Have a high school diploma or equivalent;
(iii) Have an ECE initial certificate or equivalent by August 1, 2026, or within five years of
being hired or promoted into this position, whichever occurs later;
(iv) Beginning August 1, 2026, an assistant teacher must have an ECE initial certificate or
equivalent within five years of being hired or promoted into this position;
(v) Have all ECE certificates or equivalent qualifications approved and verified in the
department’s electronic workforce registry;
(vi) Complete the applicable preservice requirements, pursuant to WAC 110-300-0105; and
(vii) Have their professional development progress documented annually.

(b) Assistant teachers may work alone with children with regular, scheduled, and
documented oversight and on-the-job classroom training from the classroom’s assigned
lead teacher who is primarily responsible for the care of the same group of children for
the majority of their day.

(c) For continuity of care, assistant teachers can act as a substitute lead teacher up to two
weeks. If longer than two weeks, the provider must notify the department with a plan to
manage the classroom.

(8) Aides provide classroom support to an assistant teacher, lead teacher, program supervisor,
center director, assistant director, or family home licensee. Aides must meet the following
qualifications:

(a) Be atleast fourteen years old;

(b) Have a high school diploma or equivalent, or be currently enrolled in high school or an
equivalent education program;

(c) Complete the applicable preservice requirements, pursuant to WAC 110-300-0105;

(d) Have their professional development progress documented annually; and

(e) Aides may be counted in the staff-to-child ratio if they are working under the continuous
oversight of a lead teacher, program supervisor, center director, assistant director,
assistant teacher, or family home licensee.

() Aides working nineteen or fewer hours per month can be counted towards staff-to-
child ratio with applicable preservice requirements pursuant to WAC 110-300-0105
but without in-service training requirements pursuant to WAC 110-300-0107 (1)(a).

(i) (Aides who work more than nineteen hours per month and who have a cumulative twelve
months of employment must complete applicable preservice requirements detailed in
WAC 110-300-0105 and the in-service training detailed in WAC 110-300-0107 (1)(a).

(9) Other personnel who do not directly care for children and are not listed in subsections (1)
through (8) of this section must meet the following qualifications:
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